
WRITTEN ANALYSIS.
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As part of your A level you must demonstrate your ability  
to analyse and research the work of artists and designers. 

You already have some evidence of this within your 
projects such as your Critical Links. 

However you must also have evidence of written analysis 
and this is what we will focus on over the next  

2 weeks.   
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DON’T MISTAKE LEGIBILITY FOR COMMUNICATION” 
DAVID CARSON

Throughout the history of design, there has been an aesthetic 
battle between designers who believe design should be clean, 
clear and readable, such as Jan Tschichold and those who 
believe it should be more much more expressive, such as David 
Carson, the pioneer of ‘grunge’ design.  

We would like you to investigate this quote, looking at both 
designers who agree or disagree with this statement.



In order to truly understand the complexities of this statement you must first 
look back at one of the most important art and design movements . . . . 



This was the underlying idea of the Modernist movement, research this further.



This is arguably one of the most important design books of 
all time, written by Tschichold it set out a set of rules that 
‘COULD / SHOULD’ be applied to all areas of 
typography . . . research this further





Serif: Often 
considered to be 
ornate and old 

fashioned

San Serif: Convey 
simplicity and 
modernity or 
minimalism

We saw the creation of San Serif, these typefaces 
celebrated the modern world. Research this further, 
why was the creation of the Sans-serif so pivotal?



Neue  Haas Grotesk
Max Miedinger
Possibly the greatest example of 
Modernist design, in order to truly 
understand the importance of this 
typeface you must watch the 
‘Helvetica’ Documentary

https://vimeo.com/286172171



Modernist Designers
Max Miedinger

Jan Tschichold 

Bauhaus
Herbert Bayer 

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy



Now for the alternative viewpoint



This elusive design style is notoriously 
difficult to define, Postmodernism was 
a drastic departure from the utopian 
visions of Modernism, which had been 
based on clarity and simplicity. The 
Modernists wanted to open a window 
onto a new world; Postmodernism's 
key principles were complexity and 
contradiction. If Modernist objects 
suggested utopia, progress and 
machine-like perfection, then the 
Postmodern object seemed to come 
from a dystopian and far-from-perfect 
future.

David Carson, Wolfgang 
Weingar t and Nev i l l e 
Brody’s work can be considered 
Postmodern. Please research this 
further

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/what-was-modernism


Here is a clip from the V&A exhibition 
Postmodernism: Style & Subversion 
1970 – 1990











DON’T MISTAKE LEGIBILITY FOR COMMUNICATION” 
DAVID CARSON

Throughout the history of design, there has been an aesthetic 
battle between designers who believe design should be clean, 
clear and readable, such as Jan Tschichold and those who 
believe it should be more much more expressive, such as David 
Carson, the pioneer of ‘grunge’ design.  

We would like you to investigate this quote, looking at both 
designers who agree or disagree with this statement.



We would like to produce a 500 - 750 word essay that 
includes a brief Introduction and the analysis of at least 2 
pieces of work from the artists suggested in this keynote. 

You must include quotes and must have evidence of 
both research and analysis.  Remember to use the Form, 
Content, Process, Mood sheet.

Written Analysis Task

Deadline: 
Monday 27th June


